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Interview with Gene Kerkman, August 9, 2014 at his home 
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Jim Poore: Okay, today is Saturday, August 9
th

, 2014. This is Jim Poore, interviewing Gene 

Kerkman at his home, at eleven o’clock, right now.  

 

Gene Kerkman: Okay, I guess kind of a general background of where I came from and so on, I 

think, as we sort of discussed that a bit, briefly I was born in 1930, in a farmhouse in Antelope 

County, Nebraska, which is in the northeast part of the state. The nearest local towns were 

Neligh [Ed: pronounced ‘Nee-lee.’], and Elgin and Petersburg. The nearest large town was fifty 

miles to the east which was Norfolk, where Johnny Carson came from.  

 

So the long and short of it is that I grew up during the depression, which in that part of the 

country lasted from the late twenties until well into the mid-forties and beyond, so that was, uh, I 

suppose that experience had a great deal to form my character, and what I eventually believed 

in—or did not. 
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But anyhow, we were initially horse farmers, and of course I was the oldest son and my dad 

couldn’t bear the thought of me not being busy. So from the time I can remember I was driving 

horses to rake hay, and mow, and cultivate, and harrow, and all the attendant things that you do 

on the farm, from probably age six on up. Somewhere along about, oh 1943 or 4, we got our first 

tractor, and then we migrated from horse farming to tractor farming which was another 

experience. 

 

School was interesting in that I attended a number of one-room schoolhouses that contained 

grades one through eight. The teacher typically was a prior-year high school graduate who spent 

six weeks of her first summer going to what they referred to as “normal” training, which was to 

prepare the individual to be a teacher. So the teacher depended heavily on the older kids for 

mentors, of course, and of course this is all done in one room. So needless to say we didn’t learn 

a great deal, but the odd part about it is we learned how to read and write, strange as it may seem. 

 

JP: And you mentioned earlier that since you got the classes that the older kids were getting 

sometimes you could skip a grade later.  

 

GK: Yeah. Anyhow, the school I remember the most is the one when I was in, I guess, grade 5, 

6, 7 and 8. We lived in the, sort of the sand hills part of Nebraska. Our farm was part farm corn, 

typical hay and then there was pasture meadows and so on. So it was a bit diverse. The school 

was some four miles from the house so my brother and I had a pony that we rode to school and 

back every day. And of course the school had a horse barn because a lot of the kids rode horses 

to school. And I guess mercifully I finally got out of the eighth grade. But later on we moved 

near Petersburg, Nebraska and I attended high school in Petersburg, at the “world-famous” PHS.  

 

Graduating from high school in 1948, shortly thereafter I received my notice from the Selective 

Service. This was, you know, at the onset of the Korean War. And, as did everyone, you had to 

report to the induction center for induction into the Army, or you had an option of joining a 

service of your choice. You could enlist in either the Army, the Air Force, Marines or the Air 

Force, or, excuse me, Army, Marines, Navy or the Air Force. And I think I was about nineteen at 

the time, and even at that tender age I was able to recognize that the U.S. Army two-year tour of 

Korea did not present an opportunity. So I opted to join the Air Force, which was a four-year 

term, and that turned out pretty good for two reasons: one, the Air Force rescued me from 

northeast Nebraska farm country at a time when the Depression was still raging, although we 

never experienced poverty because on the farm you always have plenty of food. But a long story 

short, I joined the Air Force, attended technical schools, and that four-year stint turned into a 

life-long career in the aviation industry.  

 

JP: Can we go back a little?  Who are your siblings? 

 

GK: Oh, my siblings. Two brothers and three sisters, and they’re still all alive today.  

 

JP: The oldest is?  

 

GK: The oldest is my sister Doris. She doesn’t freely admit to her age, but she is indeed 85. And 

then my youngest brother is 72, and he is one of the siblings that remained on the farm and sold 

his farm equipment this past winter and he’s now retired.   
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JP: And most of them are still in Nebraska? 

 

GK: All but one are still there. One of my sisters, my middle sister, is living in assisted living in 

California, where her daughter and her family also live. 

 

JP: Did you have any girlfriends in grammar school or high school? 

 

GK: You know, I think just before I went into the service I dated somewhat, but it was uh, they 

weren’t standing in line. But it was mostly high school schoolmates and things like that, I mean 

those were the people you knew that were in your community, and nothing ever serious 

developed, I was too young, and quite frankly too scared.  

 

JP: And you mentioned that you went to several different schools, did you move around? 

 

GK: Yeah, we did. We moved on the farm. You would have to be part of that timeframe to 

realize that most of the land was owned by the federal land banks because they had repossessed 

it during the Great Recession. And then the farmers would rent the land for, you know, maybe 

some cash for the use of the buildings and a share of the crop. And that’s how most people lived 

in those days. Eventually the land was put back on the market, but that was in the early forties. 

There were a few people that took advantage of it, but some people were so averse to any kind of 

debt because they realized they would probably never be able to get out of debt, simply would 

not take advantage of the land sales that took place at the time.   

 

JP: Hard to come by cash? 

 

GK: Well, debt was avoided wherever possible, because there was never any way to get out of it, 

you know. Some of the people took more chances and of course bought the land at very low 

prices and have made themselves wealthy over the period of a lifetime. To me, growing up 

during this time, [I was] always reminded of an old farmer from Iowa that many years [ago] told 

me that the farmer lives in hope and dies in despair, and I guess that kind of characterized the 

way I saw it. I was too happy to get out of there. 

 

But anyhow, when I got out of the Air Force in 1954, during my 2-1/2 year stint in France I 

managed to find a wife and we had a 9-year-old daughter when I got out of the Air Force. I 

remember visiting my family in Nebraska for a few weeks with the intention of moving to 

Southern California. So one day I took my wife and 9-year-old child, I think we had four 

suitcases and 300 dollars, and we got on the Union Pacific train in Grand Island, Nebraska and 

went to Los Angeles, California. It was a two or three day trip.  

 

JP: Union Terminal? 

 

GK: It was the terminal in Maywood, California at the time, where I was met by my uncle from 

my mother’s side of the family, and my aunt, also from my mother’s side of the family. So we 

stayed with the relatives for a week or two until I found a job, and at that time you could find as 

many jobs as you had time to look for in California. Everybody was hiring. The car plants, the 

aerospace plants, of which there were many, so I took a job with Douglas Aircraft in Long Beach 

California, first as an assembler and then later on as a lab test technician.  
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I stayed four or five years in that job, and then the economy sort of soured and Douglas started to 

cut back. At that time I had gotten acquainted with some of the suppliers’ reps that provided 

equipment to Douglas, mainly for the C-133. It was a big four-engine turboprop, and the supplier 

of note was AiResearch Manufacturing Company of Los Angeles. AiResearch provided two gas 

turbine units for this big airplane that provided auxiliary electrical, hydraulic and pneumatic 

power, primarily pneumatics to run the air conditioning systems and to start the main engines 

and all this stuff. My job was to bring those new APUs [Ed: Auxiliary Power Units] into the 

shop, put the kit on it for installation into the airplane and then run it across the test cell. In doing 

so I became acquainted with the field engineers from AiResearch.  

 

About this time, Douglas was a union shop and they had a formula for what they called the A-

classified mechanic and the B-classification. These were seniority things. They maintained a 

ratio of the total number of employees: sixty percent could be Class A and forty percent B. So 

when they had a layoff, of course, the lower echelon people got laid off and then they would 

reduce an A Mechanic back to a B Mechanic, and the result of that was that I lost fifty cents an 

hour in the stroke of a pen. And one of the supplier reps said, ‘Why don’t you come to work for a 

good company?’   

 

So I went over and interviewed with the AiResearch, which was located on the corner of Century 

and Sepulveda, right on the airport. We had eight or nine acres of property there. I had a good 

interview. Fortunately, the department head that interviewed was from Waterloo, Nebraska, of 

all things!  

 

JP: This was ’58 or ’59? 

 

GK: This was in 1959. When I hired on, during the time I was working at Douglas, I also went to 

college on the GI Bill, which augmented my salary, or my Douglas pay, and of course the only 

problem was is I worked swing shift at Douglas and went to school in the daytime, which I did 

for three years.  

 

I was hired on at AiResearch as Electronics Specialist, was my career path, if you will. So my 

first assignment was to support the central air data computer that we built for the F-104 NATO 

Starfighter, which was assembled in Palmdale, California at Air Force Plant 42. So I was the first 

Field Engineer on this assignment, and I went through the flight test program, and then we 

developed that into the production program and I put together the first vendor repair facility for 

the company because these computers would need adjustments or repairs.  

 

They were a small item that was an electromechanical device that would sense ambient pressure 

and ram air pressure, angle of attack and temperature, and it would compute for those inputs 

through an AiResearch-designed and –patented sensor, which was state-of-the-art at the time, 

and we would compute airspeed, true airspeed, angle of attack, altitude, density ratio, and those 

were then electrical analog signals that were fed to the autopilot, the fire control computer, the 

bombing computer, the navigation computer and the airplane flight control system. The 

computer also had fancy components in it like mach hold, where the pilot could set the airspeed 

of the airplane and it would stay there because the computer would keep it there. And also 

altitude.  

 

Believe it or not, back in the late fifties, early sixties this computer had an altitude of 80,000 feet, 
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and even though it was a mechanical, electromechanical device it could sense a change at 80,000 

feet of one foot of altitude. It was a highly specialized, I became an expert on it by sheer 

experience. I probably personally repaired over a thousand of those computers while I was there 

for I think about four years. Did the on-the-job training for all of our field engineers that then 

went to customers, Japan, to Belgium, Germany, Spain, Italy, Canada, to name a few, these were 

all customers for the NATO Starfighter.  

 

JP: Who made the F-104? 

 

GK: Lockheed. It was a Kelly Johnson design. Everybody knows about Kelly Johnson. The 

pilots that you would get to know, because you were there for every flight. So it was a really 

interesting and challenging program. The difficult part of this was instrumentation, because the 

computer could be no better than your test equipment. And your test equipment had to be to a 

very high standard and constantly calibrated, you know, to keep it under control.  

 

Eventually I grew weary of that assignment and asked for a change, and I was rewarded with an 

assignment that with the Italian Air Force. So I moved my, by then I had two children, two little 

girls, and I moved my family to Italy and spent two years in Italy with the Italian Air Force, 

which was quite an experience. I was there when John F. Kennedy was shot and it was just 

mortifying to all of us, the Americans there. We had some military, U.S. military people on-site. 

I recall that day vividly. I’ll never forget these grown men crying.  

 

So anyhow, that fun time came to an end and about that time, during that time, this was about 

1965, Gary Powers was shot down over Russia in the U-2. And that prompted the design and 

development of a replacement spy plane.  

 

When I came back from Italy, I was assigned to that program and spent the next 3-1/2 years at 

Area 51 as the Site Supervisor for our equipment that was on the Blackbird, which ultimately 

became the SR-71.  

 

[Ed: Both Gene and Jim worked on classified projects at Lockheed’s super-secret “Skunk 

Works,” though at different times, in different capacities and for different companies. Gene’s 

experiences were much more exciting than Jim’s. Gene’s job required him to be present at many 

test flights, some of which resulted in crashes. The information below, once highly secret, has 

now been declassified.]  

 

The equipment that we built was the engine inlet control system. It was based on our sensor 

technology we had developed for the F-104. The inlet control system’s function was to control 

the inlet air to the main engines. It consisted of sensors and computers. The engine inlets were 

conical. They were round and inside the inlet was a spike, a wedge-shaped spike that was 

movable. So as the airplane accelerated, the spike would retract, which made the inlet larger to 

gather more air. It had a specific schedule; for each airspeed the center body had to be 

mechanically in a certain position. At the maximum airspeed of 3.2 mach number and 80,000 

feet, the spike was retracted 26 inches—no more, no less. The idea was to capture the shock 

wave inside the engine inlet and slow it to subsonic speed so that the engine compressor would 

work.  

 

The limitation on the airplane’s speed was not what you would think—structural 
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considerations—but the control was the compressor inlet temperature, which was limited, I 

believe, if my memory serves me right, to about 430 degrees. If the air was too hot then the 

engine couldn’t add energy. So the trick was to keep that shock wave trapped, and unfortunately, 

if you had any kind of electrical intermittent that would cause the spike or the bypass doors to 

fluctuate, the engine would regurgitate the shock wave. When that happened, the airplane lost all 

of its thrust on one side and it would go into a violent yaw. The only way the pilot could restart 

the engine would be to power the inlet center body, the spike, full forward and then retract it and 

slowly recapture the air.  

 

And of course you can imagine what’s going on, you’re at 80,000 feet around 2,000 miles an 

hour and you’re getting your head beat over against the sides of the cockpit because the airplane 

is yawing violently. But it worked. And there were some accidents. What was terminal to the 

airplane was a pitch-up at speed and then the airplane would break in half. That actually 

happened on occasion that nobody knows about. I know one pilot that actually fell out of the 

airplane when it broke in half at 80,000 feet and survived.  

 

You know, of all the assignments that I had throughout my career, that was the most difficult, 

because of the demands. If you made a mistake either you lost an airplane or somebody died as a 

result. So you had to just absolutely pore over the data that you had. And the technology, you 

were in an environment that no airplane had ever operated in, so all of the things that you knew 

about wiring, and intermittents and faults, forget!  It was not applicable, because this was 

different. This airplane flew in an environment, these skin temperatures on the airplane were 400 

degrees or more. So it was different.  

  

JP: Yeah, every flight was like a space launch. 

 

GK: Yes!  Yeah, you had a briefing, and of course the pilots were all CIA pilots, and the bravest 

people I think I’ve ever known. Anyhow, needless to say, it was a very, very interesting 

program. I came off of it in, oh, sometime ’68, and then my next assignment was in Texas, where 

we built the air data computer again for the A-7D/E light attack fighter built by Ling-Temco-

Vought. That was my primary customer. We also built the environmental control system and 

pressurization system components, ram-air turbine and a few other secondary power system 

components for that airplane. And that assignment lasted twelve years. At the same time I had 

the, General Dynamics was a client, they were building the F-111 at the time, and Mitsubishi 

Aircraft in San Angelo, because they brought the MU-2 from Japan and assembled it and flight 

tested it and delivered it out of there, so we had, the engines on the plane were Garrett, as well as 

the cabin pressure and air conditioning systems. And then General Dynamics started to build the 

F-16, and that was also my client.   

 

JP: They’re in Fort Worth? 

 

GK: Yeah, at the big plant. I don’t know if you’ve ever been there Jim, but the assembly line is 

over a mile long inside this building. You can’t see from one end of the building to the other. 

Our primary component in that aircraft was very unusual, it was a ram air turbine which provides 

emergency electrical power and in some case hydraulic power, and in case you have an engine 

failure it enables you to have enough flight control system activity to control the airplane and 

land it without engine power.   
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The interesting thing about the ram air turbine, typically they would flip out into the airstream, 

and they would be powered by airspeed, but when an airplane had lost its engine, it’s also losing 

airspeed, and the requirements for the airplane were too great for our typical air-driven ram air 

turbine. So this turbine was powered by hydrazine, which is a very toxic and corrosive material. 

And the hydrazine tank, and of course the ram air turbine had an activator on it so when you 

turned it on this hydrazine would release like a rocket!  And it would power this ram air turbine 

for a period of time. And everybody was scared to death of it because of the hydrazine. 

 

JP: Is that one of those peroxide-based things, a hypergolic? 

 

GK: Yes. Yeah, it needs an activator to ignite it, which was a little canister, and that was quite an 

interesting gadget. I was at the General Dynamics plant the day the first F-16 ever flew. I still 

remember that bird was absolutely spectacular. And it still is. That was back in probably ‘75, 

1975, somewhere in that timeframe.     

 

JP: Forty-something years and they’re still using them. 

 

GK:  They still are!  So following that, I think it was in 1979, my then-boss said, ‘We need you 

to come back to the plant and take up one of our customer service engineering desks.’  So I 

moved back, I moved to L.A. and that started a chain of events. I was one of the many customer 

service engineers for about eight months and then I was promoted to, because the manager got 

sick, I took his job, I became manager of Customer Service Engineering and then the manager of 

our field engineering department got into some difficulties and I was promoted to his job, and 

then the department head fell out of a tree one day when he was doing some limb cutting and I 

was promoted to manager of the Technical Services Department, which had the Field 

Engineering, Customer Service Engineering and Technical Training as the components. I loved 

that job!  It was good.  

 

JP: How many people were under you? 

 

GK: Oh, at that time there were about seventy. And then, through the efforts of the Vice 

President of Customer Support for the Los Angeles Division, he and some of the company 

management decided to divide the company into compatible product lines. At one time, all of the 

divisions of Garrett provided their own customer support and they all had the same, they had 

general aviation customers, military customers, commercial customers and industrial customers, 

so it got to be quite a chore when the customer would come to AiResearch for parts and support 

he had to go to three or four different divisions. Each one had different ways of doing business, 

so the concept was to take all of the customer support activities and create companies that dealt 

with just that.  

 

So we came up with a General Aviation Company, a Commercial Airline Division, and a 

Military Division. My boss was the CEO of the Commercial Airline Division and he asked me if 

I wanted the job of Technical Services Director for that company, reporting directly to him. And 

I said, “Well that’s a pretty big handful, but that’s quite an opportunity!”   I’m one of these 

people, Jim, that always believed if you had to work, don’t work for the least money, work for 

the most money!  [Laughing.]  

 

JP: That’s a good philosophy!  
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GK:  Because the responsibilities didn’t scare me. I grew up on a farm, you know, where you 

had to…if you didn’t understand that you used your own two hands and your own wits, your 

own abilities to get your job done, you never would get to…that’s the one thing you learned on 

the farm is self-reliance. You also learn how to work!  

 

But, anyhow I took that job and that was quite a challenge, but it started a chain of travel, 

because the first thing we had to do was to announce to the world that we had formed this new 

company. So I went on a world-wide tour with the new organizations and so on, and went and 

made presentations to all of the major airlines in the world.  

 

JP:  And the change to them was they didn’t have to go to four or five different places . . . 

 

GK:  They didn’t know, until we went and said, “Here’s the communication channels, here’s 

where you go for your technical support, here’s where you go for your training, and here’s where 

you go for your spare parts, your repair and overhaul,” and all of that stuff. So in that department 

I had the field service engineers, customer service engineering, technical training, tools and test 

equipment, and I think that was about 125 people. I had the biggest department in that new 

division. 

 

JP: And they were all technical people. 

 

GK:  Yes. So my first world-wide tour to explain all this started in Japan, and from there I went 

to China, and to Tai Pei, Taiwan, to Singapore, and to Australia, and then back to the States. 

Then another tour took me through all of Western Europe, the Middle East, and so on. So, after 

about four years the company was doing well but I was developing a little bit of friction with my 

boss. His idea was, well you like to sit back here and pull the strings and make it all work, but 

that’s not what I want you to do, I want you to be out there. So, okay!  

 

So anyhow, we had a guy in Ronheim, Germany, at our support facility there who was the 

technical director for Europe, Africa and the Middle East come back to the States, and I went in 

and saw my boss and said, “I’d like to have that job.”  So he said okay. So I transferred to 

Germany and spent a very happy four years there. But during that time I again traveled, so just to 

give you some idea we’ll start with Norway, Finland, Sweden, Holland, Denmark, Belgium, 

Portugal, Spain, Italy, Switzerland, Luxemburg, Austria, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, East 

Germany, Egypt, Morocco, Rabat, Jordan, Greece, and I’ve probably forgotten a few, and also 

made a trip to Moscow when it was still USSR, which was stunning!!  But I had an interesting 

life! 

 

JP:  Yes. What years were those? 

 

GK:  That was from 1987 until 1991. Holly and I were in Germany when Ronald Reagan made 

his famous “Tear that wall down!” speech, and we were there when the wall was torn down. I 

have been across Checkpoint Charlie dozens of times. We were just thrilled. It was a major event 

for Germany, but it was also followed immediately by the reunification of East and West 

Germany, which was a signature event. Some of the interesting things that you wouldn’t think 

about were that the East Germans were so deprived under the Communist rule, they couldn’t buy 

cars, for example. When Germany was reunited, all of the used cars in West Germany 
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disappeared overnight because of this huge demand. 

 

JP:  A vacuum. 

 

GK:  Another interesting thing that we discovered a short time later, when we had to order 

simple things like paper and pencils for the office, all of the suppliers were out because the East 

Germans had none!  But it was an interesting experience, and then that finally came to an end in 

1991 when I transferred back to Phoenix. 

 

 They offered me a couple of different . . . the job ended actually because there were subsequent 

organizational changes and so on. Now the beautiful thing about working for Garrett AiResearch 

was that, when you made a change, if it wasn’t a promotion they didn’t cut your pay. I can still 

remember in ‘91, they needed a Customer Service Engineering Manager in Los Angeles, and I 

went in to see the HR “Human Remains” guy and I told him that I would take the job in L.A. if  

the company would subsidize the housing, because there was no way for it to be equitable. And 

since I hadn’t lived there, my pay did not reflect the increases that would have been necessary 

because of the housing costs, so I negotiated $2,000 a month housing offset, which enabled me 

to then go rent a nice house in L.A. 

 

JP:  In Palos Verdes? 

 

GK:  Yes!  The rent was $2,000 a month for this 20-year-old home, but it’s a really nice area. I 

knew the L.A. area and that’s where I wanted to live. 

 

It went really well until the Rodney King riots, where we had to shut down the plant in the 

afternoon so people could go home safely and we had to terminate the second shift because it 

was unsafe to come to work and to go home. And we had, I remember, daylight-to-dark curfews 

for a period of time, but it was unsafe to walk down the street because these gangs would come 

in vans and jump out and terrorize the neighborhoods, and of course there weren’t enough police 

to go around. But it was crazy, and sort of frightening, to see this sort of civil unrest that there 

simply weren’t enough police to deal with it.  

 

And that coupled, then, with the change in the company’s management and philosophy . . . we 

went from a company that was run by the Engineering Department forever because it was a high 

tech company. By this time we had been through a couple of mergers, one with Allied Signal and 

eventually Honeywell, and of course these companies had different philosophies. The person 

who ran the company for Allied Signal was a CPA, a financial guy. And I’m 30-40 years 

customer support, I knew my trade and I knew that the relationships were far more important 

than anything else, in order to . . . you know, your goal was to be the preferred supplier to 

Boeing, Lockheed and Airbus and so on, and this concept of “bottom line” didn’t fit. 

 

JP:  He was trying to find how to do things cheaply. 

 

GK:  Yes, exactly!  And not, your word was your bond, basically, if your customer trusted you, 

you could tell them it’ll be a week and they’d say okay. If they didn’t trust you, all hell would 

break loose. And so, when they wanted to interview me for the job that I was doing, I said that’s 

one step too far – I’m out of here!  So I retired in 1992. 
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And then Holly and I bought this place before we left L.A., and we moved here in ’92 and 

promptly set about remodeling it, which took a couple of years. 

 

JP:  I’ve seen the pictures. It was a pretty plain little . . . little house. 

 

GK:  Oh yeah!  You’re sitting in the carport. 

 

JP:  Well, it’s absolutely beautiful now. 

 

GK:  Anyhow, we moved here in ’92 to The Mountain Club and didn’t pay much attention to the 

homeowner’s association. [Ed: The Mountain Club is actually a Non-profit Corporation and has 

been since 1938. It is not an HOA.]  It was basically a caretaker HOA, they didn’t do anything 

unusual, just maintenance that they had to do and left everything else go. And then a change 

came, I think in 2003, when there was a group that wanted the old Board out for, I guess at the 

time the reasons weren’t really clear. But anyhow, they accused the Board of misdeeds and 

misbehavior, and some of it was true, like they had a husband and wife who were both on the 

Board of Directors, which never should have been. One of the Directors was the guy who took 

care of the financials because he was cheap, at cost. But, you know, there was this type of 

conflict of interest on the Board that created the vulnerability that the people who wanted to take 

over took advantage of.  

 

JP:  Uh huh!  And the [pre-2003] group, they were kind of rule enforcers and had made 

themselves fairly unpopular. 

 

GK:  Well yeah, and then they basically kicked the Board out at the 2003 Annual Meeting. It was 

a big hassle. They brought video cameras, and so on, you know, to prove how bad these guys 

were. Well, [the pre-2003 President] had been the President for over twenty years. And they 

were a bit misguided, you know, they hadn’t studied the rules. They thought they could have an 

architectural committee and they fabricated these things because that’s what homeowner 

associations did, and they tried to enforce them. I remember here, when [the pre-2003 President] 

came by and said “Where is your building permit?”  I looked at him, I said “Who are you?” you 

know. I showed it to him and he went away happy, but the Architectural Committee wanted to 

see the plans and the permits before the Mountain Club would give me approval to remodel, 

which didn’t sit too well because they had no authority to do that. 

 

But anyhow, when the 2003 Board, during the election they elected all these new people, and 

one of them was a . . . I would characterize as an “HOA Nazi” who decided on his own that he 

could invent CC&Rs. And if you look at the By-Laws that they revised at that time, it will say 

By-laws, Rules & Regulations, and CC&Rs, right on the front of the cover. Well there have 

never been CC&Rs in the Mountain Club since 1928 and there never will be, you know. But they 

attempted then to start to enforce those crazy rules, and then they got in their mind that they were 

going to renovate the water system, so they started spending money on a study program that had 

no approval from anybody—no member was even asked for an opinion. And, of course, that 

started the Concerned Citizens Group, and you know the rest of the history.  

 

[Ed: A group of concerned citizens led by Gene organized an opposition to the then-current 

Board of Directors, communicated extensively with the membership—including the publication 

and mailing of a group-funded “Unofficial Lines from the Pines” newsletter—and was ultimately 



20140809_001_Kerkman_Gene_Home_MCRC03 Page 11 of 22 Last updated: 10/11/2016 

successful in bringing about the recall of five Board members shortly before the 2006 Annual 

Membership Meeting. Several replacement Directors were installed at that meeting, and Gene 

was elected President of the Board of Directors at a subsequent Board meeting—a position in 

which he served for the next seven years.]  

 

JP:  Yeah, and they were purposely, it seemed, not maintaining the water system to make it break 

down. 

 

GK:  What they did, Jim, was they took every opportunity of water system breakdown to try to 

make the case that the system needed to be completely rebuilt, and they even created false things 

to scare people. The one that comes to mind is that we had a water leak on Walnut, just about, 

maybe, a hundred yards from the corner of Walnut and Clubhouse, and the pipe there was about 

3 or 4 feet in the ground. So we dug it all out and, of course, the shale and all in the ground had 

the whitish colors in it. I don’t know whether it was [a post-2003 Director] or [the post-2003 

President], but one of them concluded that that might be septic residue. So I was at this meeting 

when they talked about it, and I said “Well guys, that’s really easy. Why don’t we just go get a 

water sample and go down here to Bradshaw Laboratory and have them test it?”  And I said, “I’ll 

volunteer to do that.”  Well, before I got my mouth shut, there were four volunteers—because 

they wanted to make sure of what I was doing. So four of us went out to where the leak was and 

we collected water samples from the nearest house, and we explained to people what was going 

on and took it down to Bradshaw Mountain. Well there wasn’t any sign of any septic leakage 

into the system whatsoever, see? 

 

JP:  E. coli!  They were trying to make people think the water was unsafe here so it had to be 

gutted… 

 

GK:  They seized on every opportunity. There was another occasion where a part of the water 

main that goes down Arroyo off of Pine Knoll that cuts across a private piece of property on the 

corner because the road used to be there many, many years ago before that house was built. 

There was a road that went there that . . . Arroyo didn’t come up to a point and meet with Pine 

Knoll where it does now, Pine Knoll and Boulder, it came south (or north) and cut across that 

guy’s lot, that’s where the road was. 

 

JP:  Yeah, the Black’s property.   

 

GK:  Mr. Black. And when they put in the water system they put it alongside that road that was 

at the angle which was on his property. However, when [a post-2003 Director] decided that the 

water line was too close to the septic line, and so forth, which was another reason they would 

have to renovate the water system, I went down to the County and I said, “Hey, have you got any 

drawings about this system?” and sure enough they did. They had the engineering drawings for 

when that water line was put in, and the septic line was the required 10 feet away, which just 

blew all those guys off their chairs down here. But it was just another example of using every 

opportunity to push the idea that there was no alternative except to go in here and redo the whole 

system.  

 

Well, the long and short of it, Jim, is they spent about $90,000 in engineering plans and they 

came up with an 18-point plan to incrementally replace the entire system, which would have 

cost, at that time, somewhere around eight or nine million dollars, and they had not yet asked a 
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single member of this community if they wanted to do it or felt they needed to do it, or how they 

would get the funding. So then they boldly called the water infrastructure authority and brought 

the guy up here and talked about the water infrastructure financing, and so on and so forth, and 

that’s the first time that the general public here had any knowledge of what was really going on. 

Well needless to say, there was significant uproar, and that’s what led to kicking that board out 

in 2005 was the expenditures. They spent the Mountain Club’s reserve fund from roughly 

$250,000 down to less than less than $80,000, without asking anybody. 

 

JP:  And I can’t, they hadn’t maintained anything. They sure didn’t put any into the Clubhouse, 

they didn’t put it into…  

 

GK:  No, exactly, they did not. No, the money went to the engineering firm that did the study—

Civiltec. 

 

JP:  Yeah, they got $94,000, but there’s still another ninety or a hundred thousand dollars 

which…. 

 

GK:  Well they went after bids to replace certain lines, they were hell bound and determined to 

start phase I, and they just spent money on studies and bids that they shouldn’t have done, and 

then, of course you know the famous By-Laws change where they shifted the cost of installing 

water line from the main to the house, they shifted that cost away from the property owner to the  

Mountain Club Board, and before we got that changed back there were four houses that were 

constructed that the Mountain Club paid for: the one on Milton that was a $39,000 ticket because 

we had to run our water line to a dry lot and the house was over 300 feet from the nearest water 

line and of course the access was the side of the road, which required us then to slurry and bury 

the pipe to an appropriate dip meeting code, that costs a lot of money to do that.  

 

JP:  And we think all four of those were probably cronies of the Board? 

 

GK:  Well, in the case with this one, the property owner still owns the house across the street, or 

the lot, he sold it to the buyer yeah, we believe there was a we don’t know, but I guess if you 

were to look at the thing that you might kind of come up with the conclusion that yeah, it kinda 

looks like there might have been a little bit of incest involved here, you know. But no one 

pocketed any money, there wasn’t anybody that got a benefit from it, but it was just that the 

effort was to force the community to rebuild the water system at that time. Now there’s no 

question that the Mountain Club would benefit from a new water system, the question is how 

much does it cost and who can pay for it. 

 

JP:  And does it have to happen right now. 

 

GK:  Yeah, I did a very in-depth analysis of, in fact there’s a memo around here somewhere, 

where I went in and looked at what it would cost and how much it would cost each property 

owner, which was in the range of $20,000 per property. There are 400 properties, $20 thousand, 

eight million dollars, and how much per, at the interest rate of the WIFA [Ed: Water 

Infrastructure Finance Authority of Arizona] loan, if we got one, would be on a per-month basis 

for each property owner over a period of 20 years. Well, there are many people in this 

subdivision who can’t pay an extra $200 a month for 20 years.  
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JP:  Yep, a lot of them paid off their mortgage forty, fifty years ago and . . . 

 

GK:  Well, they’re fixed income. You know, you’ve got people here that are on fixed incomes 

that are now 25 and 30 years old—I mean the income was fixed at that point. Well, there are a lot 

of things that have changed since then. 

 

JP:  I always suspected that group had a plan, okay, if you can’t afford your home we’ll buy it 

from you.  

 

GK:  I don’t know, it’s just unfathomable to me that they took the tack they did and insisted on 

it, and knowing some of the people involved, I’m astonished that they went along with it. 

 

JP:  But this is prime property. We are about a mile from the square. 

 

GK:  Well, yeah, and who knows, as we go along it may be at some point where it will behoove 

the City to annex these properties, and it may at some point in time require the installation of a 

waste system because you have to meet, we have properties here that do have defective septic 

systems, and you know, down the road that’s way beyond . . . .  

 

And then of course there’s another component that I don’t think we can really assess and that is 

the ultimate direction in disposition of water conservation because we are mining the aquifer, 

there’s no question about that. It seems that the other factions in the County have seriously 

impeded the water line from the Big Chino aquifer to the Little Chino, which we have water 

infrastructure authority to do, Prescott does, but there has been all kinds of resistance to that, 

mainly because of the belief it would impact the Verde River water flow, the head of the Verde 

River being fed by the Big Chino aquifer.  

 

So, it’s a very complicated issue. One of the complications that became apparent to me was that 

neither the County nor the City has authority to determine what the allocation of the water would 

be, that’s up to the Arizona Department of Water Resources, so you have no jurisdiction. You 

can complain, you can rant, rave, and say we’re going to do this, but the Arizona Department of 

Water Resources makes the decision, and until the State Legislature changes that, the local 

people can kick their heels up, shout, run, scream, they have meetings every month, there’s this 

ad hoc water committee, they talk about everything, they have all these experts, and they’re just 

making noise. 

  

JP:  Uh-huh, and no authority to do anything. 

 

GK:  The authority comes from the Department of Water Resources, and until State laws change, 

that’s how it is!  So if you want to put a limit on subdivision development or anything like that, 

the Department of Water Resources says that you must prove that you have a hundred-year 

supply, and then you’re given a permit and the County or the City can’t do a damn thing about it. 

So you have this tug-of-war. Then the other thing is that the beneficiary of the Verde River is the 

Salt River Project because it fills Roosevelt Dam, Apache Lake, Canyon Lake, Saguaro, and so 

on, which is the water supply for a good part of the Phoenix area in conjunction with the Central 

Arizona Project, the canal from the Colorado River. 

 

JP:  I didn’t know that part. 
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GK:  Yeah, so SRP jumps in every time there is some change to the big Chino because the 

surface water rights are different from the ground water rights and SRP has surface water rights. 

And that was done over a hundred years ago, so I guess, fundamentally, a lot of the laws that 

were passed a hundred years ago, you would never be able to pass that today.  

 

And there are over 50,000 private water wells in Yavapai County—over 50,000!  And the only 

limitation on those wells is the size of the pump. And typically, unless there is irrigation involved 

which they stopped many years ago because of the excessive water use in Chino Valley, when 

you have, I would say by now there’s over 60,000 water wells, and most of the pumps are 35 

gallons per minute, most of the wells won’t meet that. Some will produce only a gallon of water 

per minute or a half gallon because you have to test each well whenever you sell or change the 

property, and that’s basically uncontrolled. As is the ability to go out there and build a new 

subdivision 20-30 miles from here and your approval for the water use comes from the 

Department of Water Resources, not from Yavapai County, not from the City of Prescott, so 

there’s a conundrum that will not unwind until they change the water rights laws.  

 

And of course you have a lot of silly ideas like, “Well we could get water from the Colorado 

River.”  The Colorado River is so over-committed that the current users worry about whether or 

not the River can satisfy their requirements. There ain’t no way in hell that you’re going to add a 

new aqueduct to the Colorado River. I don’t care how hard you dream, it ain’t gonna happen!    

 

JP:  Mm hmm. 

 

GK: So there are other aquifers here, like there’s the Williams, I think it’s more towards Skull 

Valley, so there are some other ground water sources here, but we’re reaching the point where, 

unless we find a way to balance water uses versus rainfall, and whether we can trap water, 

development will have to stop. Or, a hundred years from now, there won’t be anybody living 

here. 

 

JP:  Hmm. Be a desert, no water at all. 

 

GK:  Well, if you calculate the water in the Little Chino aquifer, I did all that stuff years ago and 

I don’t remember how many millions of acre-feet of water in the Little Chino aquifer before it 

goes dry, but it’s quite a bit. It’s enough to sustain what’s going on here for15 or 20 years. But 

then, it’s gone. Now the tricky part about an aquifer is that you can’t put the water back in it once 

it dries out. The earth hardens and it becomes a dysfunctional kind of thing. 

 

JP:  And we’re not getting rainfall. 

 

GK:  Well, the Big Chino, you know, has umpteen billions of gallons of water in it, but when 

you’ve got SRP standing in the corner and all the other, the Verde River Coalition yapping and 

yapping about not destroying the Verde River, and quite frankly I agree with that. I don’t know if 

you’ve been up and down the Verde River but some day, when you have nothing to do, take the 

ride over to Cottonwood and go to Clarkdale, there’s a train station there, a little train, and they 

run this train daily from Clarkdale to, uh, when you go north on 89 there’s a, what’s the name of 

that town up there, it’s about 30 or 40 miles from here, there’s a name for it, uh, you’ll see a sign 

. . . .  
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JP: Uh, Ash Fork? 

 

GK: No, it’s off of 89, it’s not, it’s before you get to Ash Fork. Parker. Is it Parker or . . . 

something like that. [Ed: Checked later, it is Perkinsville.]  The train runs from Clarkdale up to 

there, along the Verde River, and it is, they serve you a little meal on the train, you can buy 

drinks on it, you can stand out on the observation platform and you can see the Verde River and 

you’re looking at all of the scenery and the bald eagles and everything else that’s there, and you 

come away saying, you know, this river is a jewel. It’s an absolute jewel, and it would be a 

shame on humanity to dry that river up, it just would be a shame, because it is a . . . it’s an 

irreplaceable resource. 

 

JP:  Yeah, we’ll have to do that. Uh, so back to earlier days, when you got in the Air Force you 

were in for four years you went in in forty . . .  

 

GK:  I went in in 1950 and came out in 1954. That’s when I moved to Southern California.  

 

JP:  And where were you stationed? 

 

GK:  I was stationed at Westover Air Force Base—oh, that’s another story. I was an engine 

mechanic, and the airplanes that we had at this base in Westover, which was a military air 

transport base, were the C-54s that were used in the Berlin Airlift, so our mission at Westover 

was to support the building of Thule air base, which was up in the Arctic Circle and was the 

premier outpost to watch the Soviet Union and what they were doing. So it was urgent to get that 

base built back in the 1950s, in ’54, so our airplanes were used to haul 2 x 4s and nails and 

building construction equipment, people to Thule Air Force Base and back, but it was a lot 

further away than the C-54 could fly, so the route was from Westover to Goose Bay, Labrador, to 

either—there were three bases on Greenland, BW-2, and Bluie West, BW-8, and then Thule, 

which is well up into the Arctic Circle. 

 

In January of 1952, when I was stationed at Westover, one of our airplanes had an engine failure 

at BW-8, which was 200 miles up the coast of Greenland, so the squadron commander picked 

three people to go replace that engine, and I was one of them. So we loaded this engine on a  

C-54 and took off from Westover and flew up to Goose Bay, Labrador, and got stuck in a 

blizzard up there. The snow was so deep between the barracks and the mess hall that you 

couldn’t see over the top of it. You walked almost like in tunnels. So it took several days to clear 

the runway, and we finally made it all the way to the base in Greenland, which was along a fjord, 

you came in over these mountains and along this river, and there was that airstrip.  

 

There were about 200 GIs on this air base, and all it was was a stop, and an Air/Sea Rescue. 

There was a hangar, a B-17 was based there. I don’t know if you knew this, but after the war 

they used B-17s for Air/Sea Rescue airplanes. They equipped them with all kinds of life vests 

and what-not and had specially-trained crews, because that was an Arctic route for commercial 

airlines, was over Greenland, Iceland, into New York. Usually they would go from the UK from, 

I forget the point in Ireland, and then over Keflavík and Reykjavík up in Greenland and Iceland 

to New York. So this was in January, this farm boy, who never knew there was a place colder 

than Nebraska, was about to discover that there are places a whole lot worse! [Laughing.] 
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So anyhow, it was forty, I think it was forty-eight below zero, or forty-six the afternoon we got 

there and landed, and then it got cold. The next morning it was fifty-five below zero. And you 

had to wear special boots and special parkas and a mask and gloves to go outside. You could 

maybe stay outside ten minutes and you would get frost-bit before you knew you were cold. I 

mean it was freakin’ cold. So the Air/Sea Rescue plane could not be removed from the hangar 

because of its potential need, so we waited one week before we could get our airplane into the 

hangar to change the engine.  

 

And we finally did, and once we started we didn’t stop until we were done. We worked all night, 

all day, and the next day and got it completed. But inside the hangar, with all the heaters and 

everything that that hangar had, it was still twenty degrees below zero. So we had these great big, 

they called them Herman Nelson heaters, they burned aviation fuel and they had an outlet duct 

about this big around and the air would come out of there so hot you couldn’t put your hand in it. 

So all of the blowers and everything we had tied to the crew chief stands [Ed: scaffolding.] 

around this engine to keep us warm enough so we could work. But it was still twenty below zero 

inside the hangar!   

 

So, an interesting aside, the night that we were working—it was about two a.m. in the morning—

and the Lieutenant Colonel who was the Base Commander came walking through the hangar, 

and the three of us, we’re just working our butts off because, man, we can’t wait to get out of 

there!  So this colonel climbs up on the crew chief stand, and first of all, you know, “Yes Sir” 

and so on, and he says, “You know, I really like the way you guys work.”  He said, “I’m gonna 

put in a request to transfer you three people up here, because you’re the kind of guys we need.”  

We just all of a sudden went, “Aaaargh!”  [Laughing.]   We all died on the spot. He was joking, 

but we didn’t know that!  But that was . . . that was quite an experience.  

 

[Ed: In a later discussion, Gene explained that assignments to bases above the Arctic Circle like 

Thule were for one year, but assignments to places outside the Arctic Circle like BW-8 were for 

1-1/2 years.] 

When you pulled your airplane out of the hangar, of course these are all piston-engine airplanes, 

you had a window of time, like probably thirty minutes, to get that airplane started before it got 

too cold, and then the oil would get so thick it wouldn’t flow. You know, everything just froze. 

You’d bring an airplane out of that hangar warm and the windshield would fall out when the cold 

hit it. But you only had a certain length of time to get that airplane started or you had to bring it 

back in the hangar and pre-heat it again, to get the engine warm enough so it would turn over. 

And we lived in fright till we got out of there.    

 

JP: What state is Westover in? 

 

GK: Massachusetts. It’s near Worcester. The nearest town is Chicopee Falls and then it’s about 

seventy miles from Boston, something like that. And the train ride to New York was a couple of 

hours. Two of my buddies, that I went through the basic training and through the aircraft and 

engine school in Wichita Falls, Texas at Sheppard Base, transferred with me to Westover, and 

one of the guys was from Brooklyn. So on New Year’s of nineteen fifty one or two, 1951, he and 

I and the other New Yorker, who lived in Queens or somewhere, went to New York and spent 

New Year’s Eve in New York. And I’ll never forget it.  

 

JP: Did you go to Times Square? 
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GK: We did. We looked out at Times Square and it looked like an ocean of heads. All you could 

see, as far as you could see was people, and half of them were drunk, and everybody, and it was 

a really good time. It was a lot of fun. Another farm boy experience.   

 

JP: Mmm-hmm. How are you gonna keep ‘em on the farm? 

 

GK: Exactly!  Anyway, that’s kind of it, you know. Everything else here is all history.  

 

JP: After Westover . . . ? 

 

GK: I transferred overseas to Châteauroux, France. Châteauroux is in Central France up in the 

agricultural area. It was about 150 miles south of Paris. And it was an air materiel base that was 

there to support the Marshall Plan, or whatever plan that was there at the time that we were 

working to keep Russia, the Soviet Union, out of parts of Europe and so on. From expanding 

their imperialistic adventures or whatever politically was going on. The interesting thing was 

when I got there, the air base wasn’t finished yet. There were two bases, Châteauroux was one 

they called the La Martinerie, where the barracks were, and then the air base was Déols, which 

was about eight miles away from there, where they were building the runway, so that we could 

move an aircraft maintenance depot into it, and that was what they sent the people over with the 

mechanic MOs or MOSs, whatever they call those things in the military [Ed: Military 

Occupation Specialties]. So for the first 5 or 6 months I was assigned to the Supply Department, 

and helped moved the stuff from trucks into warehouses and so on with a forklift, and that sort of 

thing. 

 

Interesting thing, Jim, was the, because the base was an air materiel base, we had a lot of black 

soldiers there. About forty percent. There were 7,000 people on this base, and about forty percent 

of them were black soldiers, because they were in the transportation departments and so on. 

Which is where most of, whether it was racial or however it was, but, when they gave you your 

aptitude tests, that determined kind of what your future was going to be. So, anyhow, it was the 

air materiel and that means a lot of truck drivers and that sort of thing on the base to haul the 

materiel. We had a race riot every day!  We had one consolidated mess hall that fed all 7,000 

people, and this was a huge thing. And you would get up in the morning and stand in line and it 

might take you an hour to an hour and a half—oh, we lived in tents, by the way, for the first year, 

which was another, because the barracks weren’t finished yet. So we had a big tent city. But 

we’d all get up and go get in line, and there would always be one black guy that would get up 

early and get in line, and then twenty of his buddies would come cut in line, and that would start 

a fight, every time they did that. And they did it three times a day.   

 

JP: Yeah, that’s kinda the experience I had in the service with the blacks. 

 

GK: If you were ambivalent about race, when you left there you weren’t.  

 

JP: Yeah. I hardly ever saw any in Texas. They were segregated.  

 

GK: Well that was, when I grew up there weren’t any. You went in there kind of naïve, and then 

you found out that, well, you know, that sword is sharp on both sides, the racial sword, so that 

was quite an eye opener. And that lasted, I was on that air base about, a little over two and a half 
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years. Almost three years.  

 

JP: Driving the forklift the whole time? 

 

GK: No, no. We finally got the runway going and then all of the people like myself moved over 

to the air depot, and then we started doing what we were there, we salvaged airplanes and 

brought in the airplanes and tore them down and rebuilt them. It was a depot-level overhaul base. 

And I don’t know, I got on the salvage crew somehow out of sheer luck and managed to get trips 

off the base. One of them was to Naples, Italy. And in France, there was a B-25 squadron, a B-25 

group on one of the bases, and what happened was that one of the B-25s got into some kind of 

aerial maneuver where it did a roll, it shouldn’t have, and it buckled the wings on the airplane. 

And then they had another airplane with some other defect in it, so they both wound up high-

centered in Capodichino airport in Naples. They couldn’t fly them out of there. So I was one of 

the lucky guys that got picked to go down there and we took the engines off of one airplane and 

put them on the other and then took the wings off of one airplane, and we made one good 

airplane out of two. Which was quite an experience. We were there about six or eight weeks, and 

that’s where I met my first wife.  

 

JP: You were 20 or so, 21? 

 

GK: Yeah. And then another grand experience was, the C-54 has a cabin heater in it, which is 

made by Janitrol. It’s a combustion heater.  

 

Holly Kerkman (after knocking): Thank you! 

 

GK: Come in!  So was it okay, Honey? 

 

HK: Oh, yeah.  

 

GK: You had a phone call. I don’t know who it is.  

 

But, anyhow, at Orly Field in Paris there was a C-54 with this combustion heater which is right 

over the top of the crew compartment just behind the cockpit. It burned aviation gasoline and put 

out a lot of heat. It’s only a thing about this long, and it caught on fire and burnt the seats and the 

instrument panel and everything, and charred . . . . So I was again picked on a crew to go up 

there and clean up this airplane and rebuild it back so that it could be flown to the depot for 

repair. So I had about a six- or eight-week tour of Paris. Lived in a hotel in Montparnasse, 

government paid for, and we had our little weapons carrier to drive back and forth to the, so we 

went up there with shovels and shoveled all that debris, and put basic electrical system and 

instrumentation in this airplane and structural stuff so it could be flown, and then it was some 

brave or foolish pilots that actually flew that damned airplane. [Laughing.]  Down to 

Châteauroux, or down to the depot, for refurbishing. That was a big experience, because I got to 

see all of Paris.  

 

JP: Mmm-hmm. Nebraska looked a lot different. [Laughing.]  

 

GK: That was one. And then another TDY [Ed: Temporary Duty.] was to Germany to get 

training on the F-84 airplane at the time, so we spent, I think I was there, we spent about six or 
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eight weeks, first in Feldbruck, Germany, which was really a lot of fun. Yeah, we had a good 

time. That was good. Then we made some friends there and one of the guys bought a car, and we 

drove this old car from Germany back to France. And we went all through all of these towns and 

places. It was just a kick!   

 

Actually, I probably would have stayed in the service if it hadn’t been for the atmosphere at the 

base in France, with the racial troubles and so on, and then complications when we had our first 

baby, which was Teresa, by the way. Teresa was born in France. It soured me on the military, so 

I got out. But, hadn’t been for that, I really liked my job. I was the non-commissioned officer in 

charge of the engine shop, and I liked it. I liked the job. It was fun, interesting.  

 

But we had this major, this lunatic major, Major DiCippia, little short guy, and the streets—it 

rained a lot. The streets were about this deep in soup mud. And of course the way we got around 

was weapons carriers. You didn’t walk through this stuff. I mean you’d look like a pig, you 

know. But he insisted that we have these Class-A inspections, I think about once a month. You 

know, you’d get into your gabardines and shoes shined, and you’re out there in this god-damned 

mud and he’s yelling at you because you’ve got mud on your uniform or something. This guy’s 

about this big, you know, and all you could think of was how much you hated him. [Laughing.]   

 

There are websites of Châteauroux, that have the people who had been there over the years, and 

there’s even clubs, and people go back to visit. But not back to the fifty-one, -two and –three 

period. That’s too long ago. But later on you know, there’s, I go through it and every once in a 

while I’ll see somebody that I knew or was part of the thing. But I haven’t visited that website 

for a long time. There’s even an entry in there (about) Teresa. She was born in the base hospital 

at Châteauroux. And there’s a picture of it. Interesting. 

 

One guy wrote me an email, he lived in California, he was there at the same time roughly the 

same time, he wasn’t in the same department I was in, but he was in the, what they called the 

depot, the 73 Air Depot Wing, or something, I don’t remember the exact name. He wrote me, 

and he was a funny guy. I guess he was so proud of the fact that he’d been there that he couldn’t 

stand anything that wasn’t positive. He wrote me an email and I wrote him back and said, “Yeah, 

we used to deal with that little jerk, and we got marched around the flagpole for no reason at all,” 

and he was offended. Truitt, I guess was his name, Truitt.    

 

JP: So Teresa was born then, then you moved to L.A.? 

 

GK: Mmm-hmm. Yep. It was paradise in those days. So that’s the end of story.  

 

JP: Neat! 

 

HK: Barb doing her bazaar? 

 

[Chatter about Mountain Club events with Holly.] 

 

GK: Yeah we had, yesterday, was my oncologist first, and then my . . . 

 

HK: Oncologist, Home Care and radiologist in the afternoon. 
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GK: Home Care came at 11:00 and I had a 1:15 with my primary care, so it was, my whole damn 

day was this doctor and that nurse and then this doctor and so on. So . . . .  

 

JP: But, seems like they’ve got you pretty well balanced now, you don’t feel as . . . . 

 

GK: Ah, I, its’ kind of a complicated issue, where you’re trying to balance your platelets and 

immune system against the chemo and against the progression of the leukemia. The biggest 

threat that I see is the immunity. You can pretty well predict what’s going to happen with the 

chemo, that’s a known, what you don’t know is in between, underneath, at the moment, 

somebody’s got a sniffle and whatever it is, you’re just like a, you know, you pick (it) up and it 

just runs through you with, because you have no resistance. You don’t know what’s going to 

happen. And this stuff, each iteration weakens you. Transfusion therapy has merit, but your 

body, it’s not your blood, and there are toxins, antibodies and things and they, transfusions that 

your body will not accept. And if you start, if you get a cycle started where your body destroys, 

say the red blood cells from the transfusion or the white blood cells from the transfusion, then the 

transfusion loses its effectiveness. In fact it’s counterproductive. Which is the only therapy that 

there is.  

 

So. Trying to balance that and make decisions is . . . .     

 

JP: There aren’t a lot of good options. 

 

GK: No. You’re kind of, I guess I’d come to the point where you assess it on the basis of 

immediate versus long-term risk. And I know what the long term is. What I don’t know is what 

will be tomorrow.  

 

JP: Yeah. 

 

GK: So, to me, the bigger threat is trying to defend yourself against tomorrow. 

 

JP: Yeah. Well, I’m glad you’re holding to your New Year’s resolution [Ed: to see 2015]. 

 

GK: Well, not so sure I’m gonna make it, but I’ll give it a try. 

 

JP: It’s a goal. 

 

GK: Yeah. Yeah, my primary care suggested I get a second opinion, which I might do.  

 

JP: Another oncologist? 

 

GK: Oh, yeah, the treatment that I’m getting is sort of a fixed, every fourth week this is what you 

do. And it’s kind of inflexible, and there’s really no good way to measure the efficacy of it, other 

than through blood tests, that simply, the blood tests simply tell you what your hemoglobin is 

and your cell counts. It doesn’t tell you whether you’ve made any headway against stopping, or 

arresting or putting this into remission, or whether it’s getting worse. You don’t know. The only 

thing you have is how you feel. And I feel like I’ve been up all night every day now. Tired.   

 

JP: Just drains you. 
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GK: And if it weren’t for my helper, cause it’s . . . from here to the bathroom and back is a bit.  

 

JP: I hate to see you having to go through it.  

 

GK: Well, I guess everybody’s got some wonderful thing ahead of them that they don’t know 

about. We’re all gonna wind up in the same place. [Laughing.] 

 

JP: Sure. Um, okay, I’ve got this recorded on two of these. I’ll take one of them home and 

upload it and Barb’s gonna try transcribing. So. But why don’t I leave the other one with you, 

and you know, if anything occurs to you, it’s just two little switches . . . .   

 

GK: I think we’ve pretty well covered it, to tell you the truth.  

 

JP: These are neat little things. Yeah, that’s a good story.  

 

GK: (Chuckling.) 

 

JP: Should make a novel out of it. So where did you meet Holly? 

 

GK: I met Holly at the, uh, in Scottsdale, at the uh, what was the name of that place, Hon?  

Where you and I met dancing?  It’s not there anymore, but what the heck was it anyways? It’s up 

right on the corner practically of Shea Boulevard and Scottsdale [Ed: Boulevard]. 

 

HK: What the heck was the name of that? 

 

GK: There was a big country western place there that had a DJ and had a big dance floor in it. 

And that’s where I met her. Because I’d gotten into country and western dancing, and she was 

such a cute little girl came in there dancing, and everybody said, “Oh, my goodness, who is 

that!?” 

 

HK: Let me get my high boots on. [Laughing.] 

 

JP: Kim Novak. In Scottsdale.  

 

GK: what the heck was the name of that place? 

 

HK:  I don’t know.  

 

GK: That was in ’84. After I moved from L.A to Phoenix to take on that new job as the 

Technical Director at the new division.  

 

HK: Thirty years ago. Oh, it’s on the tip of my tongue. 

 

GK: We have a picture of that. In 1984 I have a . . . I was with the company 25 years, and they . . 

. 

 

HK: Wranglers! 
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GK: Wranglers!  Yeah, that was it!  At Wranglers. And I have that picture, of uh . . . you’ve 

gotta see it. [Ed: This refers to a photo of Gene in the AiResearch company newsletter.]  

 

JP: [Laughing.]  Yeah, if you can find it. Scan it in. 

 

GK: Yeah, it was funny. I sent it to the kids and said, ‘Turn to page 22 for an amazing, amazing 

impersonation of Elvis. [Laughing.]  Lisa sends back and says ‘Well, I always thought you 

looked like Roger Moore.’  I told Holly that, and Holly says ‘We better send Lisa an email and 

tell her to put her contacts back in.’  [Laughing.]  

 

GK: And then Todd, my son, said, ‘You look like Ted Koppel.’  [Laughing.]  So, ‘Ted Koppel 

here. Reporting.’  Yeah, I don’t know who, I don’t know, these old newsletters and news 

magazines from the company are, I don’t know that they’re archived anywhere, but every once 

in a while somebody’s got one somewhere, you know, and they’ll dig this damn thing up and put 

it on an email. We have one guy who, he talked to me, an Englishman, that immigrated here and 

was hired by Garrett quite a number of years ago. He’s retired now. His son still works for the 

company as a, in some capacity, but he’s taken it upon himself to email interest items to the 

retirees in this group. He’s got over 200 people on his email. Obituaries and unusual pictures of 

airplanes or something, and this is every day there’s something.  

 

But, I need to talk with him. He’s a really interesting guy. He and his wife visited us once. They 

own a home out in Highland Pines and also down in Phoenix. He’s a character. So anyhow, 

somebody sent this to him and then he sent it to the whole group, you know, and, it’s pretty 

funny.  

 

We had a funny one, or an unusual one yesterday. I got my Desert News magazine, Desert News. 

It’s a publication about, it’s always about some ghost town or, there’s always a story in there, 

like they do Bodie, and they do these ruins, and the kinds of things that tourists go see. It’s called 

the Desert News. So I got the Desert News yesterday and there’s a picture of some ruins, and it 

says that the ruins look like they might have been an old engine test cell. And it dates back to the 

sixties, when Garrett AiResearch was attempting to develop a high-altitude fuel for the 

replacement for the U-2. And I’d heard about it internally, but I’ve never seen anything in any 

publication anywhere that ever talks about it. So it was really interesting to see this old set of 

ruins in this story that’s with it. So I sent that to Jeff, and it’ll show up in this 200 email thing. 

[Laughing.]  

 

JP: Well, I’ll go see if Barb needs help schlepping anything. 

 

GK: Well, we spent a good time at this, didn’t we?  

 

JP: Yeah!  It was interesting!  Thanks a lot. 

 

[End of recording.] 


